
 

  

 

 

        

      

 
2019-2020 ACADEMIC 

CATALOG 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 2 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Governing Body, Officials, Faculty, and their Qualifications 
 

Rev. Dr. David Vásquez-Levy, President and Professor of Homiletics (DMin, Lutheran School of 

Theology) 

Dr. Susan Abraham, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty, Professor of Theology 

(THD, Harvard Divinity School) 

Murry Evans, Vice-President for Enrollment 

Patrick O’Leary, Chief Business Officer (MBA, St. Mary’s College of California) 

 

Donaldson Hill, Chair (Director of Philanthropy and Stewardship, United Church of Christ) 

Teri Cannon, Vice-Chair (JD Loyola Law School) 

Scott Sporte, Treasurer (Yale Divinity School) 

Rev Dr. Alan Akana (DMin Fuller Theological Seminary) 

Rev. Dr. Jon Berquist (President of Disciples Seminary Foundation) 

Rev. Angela Brown, JD and MDiv PSR 

Bishop Warner Brown 

Benjamin Gunning 

Jude Johnson, Student Trustee (PSR MDiv student) 

Dr. Jennifer Martinez (PhD University of Nottingham, Executive Director Faith in Action Bay Area) 

Connie Mitchell (Executive Director Institute for Human Services, Hawaii) 

Dr. Sandra Y. Nathan (Executive Director Philanthropy Southwest) 

Dr. Veril Phillips (PhD Michigan State University) 

Catherine Piez (Chief Investment Officer, Brookings Institute) 

Cynthia Sherr (MBA Stanford, MTS Harvard Divinity School) 

Rev. Dr. David Vásquez-Levy, President of PSR 

Stanley Watson, JD (Harvard Law School) 

 



2019-2020 Page 3 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Faculty 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 4 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Letter from the Dean:  

Dear Student, 

This catalog is a current record of Academic Policies, Procedures and 

Program Objectives for the 2019-2020 academic year. The catalog 

allows you the student, to understand your rights and responsibilities 

as you navigate PSR’s innovative and creative curricular offerings. PSR 

is part of a consortium of theological schools that provide a range of 

courses that you may cross-register in as your program permits.  

PSR’s curriculum is committed to diversity, inclusion and 

intersectionality, intertwining academic and practical perspectives on 

social justice issues pertaining to LGBTQIA+, racially minoritized groups, challenges facing immigrants, 

challenges facing the urban poor in the United States and the violence perpetuated on these groups. 

Simultaneously also, our curriculum seeks to provide constructive pathways for future religious 

leaders, scholars, activists and thoughtful people who understand that religion remains a stable and 

strong force in politics, economic, legal and other cultural systems. Consequently, our academic life is 

marked by multiplicity; many ground their calling in their relationship with Jesus, others in different 

holy names for the Divine and still others in the web of planetary life. We welcome everyone to the life 

of deep spiritual development, intellectual growth and respectful acknowledgment of difference. 

Since our curricular offerings are curated with care for our mission, you will do well to familiarize 

yourself with them. The catalog serves as a contract between you and the Pacific School of Religion and 

you are required to abide by the policies and procedures outline here. Timely completion of program 

requirements necessitates regular and consistent communication between you, your advisor and the 

Office of Academic Affairs. Our goal is to move you through your program with the greatest efficiency 

and speed, because we believe in your vocation and call to serve the world.  

This catalog is supplemented by more up to date “Schedule of Classes” posted on the GTU website, 

which will also provide specific information about courses offered each semester. While the catalog is 

true and correct at the time of publication, changes to programs, courses, services, rules, regulations 

and fees are subject to modification to accommodate changes in resources or educational plans at the 

Pacific School of Religion. We will do our best to communicate such changes in a timely fashion. 

With best wishes for your academic life at PSR, 

 

Susan Abraham 

Professor of Theology and Postcolonial Cultures 

VP of Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty 
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Community Covenant 
PSR COMMUNITY COVENANT 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/CommunityCovenant2019.pdf  
 

PREAMBLE/PROLOGUE 

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS & ATTITUDES (Romans 12: 4, 5, & 18) 

WE COVENANT TO: 

. 

 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/CommunityCovenant2019.pdf
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COMMUNICATION (Ephesians 4:15) 

WE COVENANT TO: 

 

 

NEGOTIATING CONFLICT (Romans 12: 17 – 18) 

WE COVENANT TO: 

“POST-AMBLE”/ “EPILOGUE” 
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Commitment to Equality 

 

Diversity/Non-Discrimination/Equal Opportunity Policy Statement 
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Inclusive Language Policy

The basic assumptions of our statement are: 
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Drug Free Notification
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• 

• 

• 
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Campus Safety and Clery Report 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Pacific-School-of-Religion-Clery-Report-2016.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

Housing 

Effective July 1, 2018: 
 
Subsidized Housing for PSR Students  
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• 

• 

• 

 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HOUSING: Contact aurelia@hudsonmcdonald.com  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hudsonmcdonald.com/
mailto:aurelia@hudsonmcdonald.com
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Subsidized housing rates, 2019-2020, for dormitory rooms per month: 

September through May (includes board) $780 

June through August (does not include board) $600 

Apartments per month (does not include board) 

Studio $1,171 

One-bedroom $1,422 

Two-bedroom $1651 

Three-bedroom $1923 

Residential Fee Payment Policy for PSR students 
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Pacific School of Religion Campus Map 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Holbrook Building (the Bade Museum is in here) 

2. Mudd Building 

3. Chapel of the Great Commission 

4. D’Autrement Dining Hall 

5. Benton Hall Student Housing 

6. Anderson (Arch) Hall Student Housing 

       9.   Graduate Theological Union Library 

10. Graduate Theological Union (Main Building; Douglas Adams Gallery) 
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Accessibility, Accommodations and Americans 

with Disabilities Act 

https://psr.edu/admissions/come-and-see/#tab-maps-and-directions
https://psr.edu/accessibility/#tab-psr-campus-accessibility
https://psr.edu/accessibility/#tab-psr-campus-accessibility
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• 

http://www.dor.ca.gov/index.asp
http://www.dor.ca.gov/DOR-Locations/code/branch.asp?branch=210-10
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• 

o 

o 

o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.bookshare.org/cms
https://www.kurzweiledu.com/about-kurzweil/higher-education.html
http://pomodorotechnique.com/
http://www.alliant.edu/cspp/comm-services-placement/san-francisco-community-services/sf-assessment-clinic.php
https://www.wi.edu/assessment-clinic
http://www.annmartin.org/educational-support/educational-testing
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Animals-as-Accommodations-Policies-new.pdf
http://www.ada.gov/pubs/ada.htm
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ADA-Policies-from-Federal-Government.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mailto:lreed@psr.edu
mailto:housing@psr.edu
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

mailto:housing@psr.edu
mailto:associate1@hudsonmcdonald.com


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 26 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 27 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

 



 

  July 30, 2019 – OCL/Office of Academic Affairs 

 

Students with Disabilities:  
Accommodation Policy and Process, 

July 30, 2019 
 
Pacific School of Religion strives for consistent and equitable student access to educational 
opportunities.  In particular, it addresses a student’s ability to fulfill degree and certificate course 
and program requirements.  The policy covers student advising, classroom activities and 
requirements, program exams, GTU library use, and capstone experiences such as theses and 
dissertations.  It does not address extracurricular events sponsored by GTU member institutions, 
student housing, and administrative activities (e.g. registration, access to facilities, etc.). 
Accommodations are not intended to give students with disabilities an unfair advantage, but to 
remove barriers that prevent students from learning and from demonstrating what they have 
learned in the context of their formal degree or certificate program. 
 
The Director of Community Life and Spiritual Care along with the Assistant Dean for Academic 
Programming serve as the Disabilities Resource Officers (DROs). As needed, the DROs will work 
with Students with Disabilities Program staff at UCB to verify accommodation eligibility and 
recommend accommodation options.   

Student Request: The student is responsible for fully participating in the process and exercising 
due diligence to ensure that the provision of accommodations is successfully accomplished.  The 
student who wishes to request accommodations with their academic work submits the request 
form available on the PSR website or through the Office of Community Life (OCL) to the 
DRO.  The student needs to include official written documentation with the form from a 
professional who has the credentials and expertise to diagnosis the student’s 
condition (a form for this step is available on the website or in the OCL).  The student is 
responsible for incurring any cost associated with the documentation. 

The Timing of a Student Request: The student should request accommodations 
early in the semester, well in advance of when the accommodation is needed.  The 
student needs to factor in the amount of time required to secure written documentation from an 
appropriate professional.  It can take time for the review process and verification and 
recommended accommodations. 

Students eligible for academic accommodations will normally have their request reviewed and, if 
appropriate, approved no more than two weeks after submitting the request. 

Decision: The DRO will finalize accommodation options in the context of institutional resources 
and culture and to assure consistency and equity.  An accommodation is not “reasonable” if it will 
necessitate modifications of the essential nature of a program or activity or would place undue 
financial or administrative burdens on the institution. 

The DRO conveys the official decision and, if appropriate, recommended accommodations to the 
student by email, who then uses written confirmation to work with appropriate staff and faculty 
on the implementation of accommodations. The DRO also sends a communication to the faculty 
on the list of enrolled courses the student provides. This list needs to be provided each 
semester accommodations are needed. 



 

  July 30, 2019 – OCL/Office of Academic Affairs 

 

Implementation: Accommodations will apply to all educational events described 
in the DRO’s email for up to three years.  Students should present the DRO’s email to 
faculty and staff to arrange accommodations as needed. 

Appeal: The student and/or faculty involved with the student may not agree with the DRO’s 
decision for accommodations.  If a faculty member disagrees with and/or refuses to provide the 
recommended accommodations, the DRO and institutional contact should work with the faculty 
member to resolve her/his concerns.  The DRO can consult with UCB’s Students with Disabilities 
Program and their section 504 compliance officer for advice on ways to resolve the conflict with 
the faculty member.  If a resolution is impossible, the student can seek remedy from the faculty 
member’s school’s academic grievance policy. 

If a student disagrees with the DRO’s decision and/or recommended accommodations, they can 
appeal the decision through her/his own school’s academic grievance policy.  Again, the DRO and 
institutional contact should work with the student first to find ways to resolve concerns. 

 



Students with a Disability:  
Request for Accommodation                Date of Request: _________ 
 

                           7/30/2019 – OCL/Office of Academic Affairs 

The Pacific School of Religion ensures that all eligible students with disabilities have equal access to 
PSR educational opportunities.  Accommodations are not intended to give students with disabilities an 
unfair advantage, but to remove barriers that prevent students with disabilities from learning and from 
demonstrating what they have learned.  Appropriately, reasonable accommodations are accorded 
students with a documented, long-term disability which results in a substantial, material, and 
irreversible impairment of a major life function.  Accommodations may also be accorded to 
accommodate short-term disabilities that result in substantial, material but time-limited impairment 
of a major life function. 
 
Complete and submit this form if you believe you have a disability that qualifies you for academic 
accommodations.  In addition to this form, include official written documentation from a professional 
who has the credentials and expertise to diagnosis your disability.  The documentation should include: 
present state of the disability, its impingement or limitation on a major life activity, relevance to the 
educational setting, and, if possible, suggested accommodations. 
 
 

Last Name 
 
 

         First Name                     M.I. 

Street Address 
 
 

         City, State                    Zip 

Phone 
 

         Email Address                  Program 

Information about substantial disability-related limitations and how they relate to educational 
opportunities: 

 
 
 

 
Accommodations that you found useful in the past: 

 
 
 

 
Equipment, devices or technology that you own and would like to utilize within the educational 
environment: 

 
 
 

 



Students with a Disability:  
Request for Accommodation                Date of Request: _________ 
 

                           7/30/2019 – OCL/Office of Academic Affairs 

Accommodations you are requesting: 
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Students with a Disability:  
Permission for Faculty Notification 

 
Semester ____  Year  ______ 

 

[THIS FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED EACH SEMESTER] 
 
 
 
 
I grant permission to the PSR to notify the following faculty members (including 
advisors, course instructors, examiners, and/or committee members) of the 
accommodations PSR approved for me, in order that they may assist in the 
implementation of these accommodations to my disability. 
 
 
 
Student Name Student Signature Date 
 
 

Faculty Member Role (Prof., Advisor) Faculty Email Course Number 

1.    
 

2.    
 

3.    
 

4.    
 

5.    
 

6.    
 

  



 

  PSR 7/30/19 – OCL/Academic Affairs 

Students with a Disability: 
Permission to Release Documentation 

 
 
I will be submitting written documentation from the following professional(s) who 
has/have the credentials and expertise to diagnosis my disability in support of my 
request for reasonable and appropriate accommodations and authorize release of 
disability related information (including the written documentation and the Request for 
Accommodation form) to the Pacific School of Religion, and as needed, to the Students 
with Disabilities Program at the University of California, Berkeley*  
   
 
 
 
Name 
 
 
 

Address Telephone Credentials 

Name 
 

Address Telephone Credentials 

 
 
 
I understand that the information released to Pacific School of Religion and/or the 
Students with Disabilities Program (DSP) at the University of California at Berkeley may 
be shared with employees from the institutions to help assess my eligibility, if 
appropriate, recommend possible accommodations and coordinate efforts to provide 
accommodations.  I understand that PSR requires documentation that establishes 
eligibility prior to receiving accommodations.  This release will serve for the duration of 
my enrollment unless otherwise requested. 
 
 
Name Signature Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* UCB, upon request, provides assistance to PSR in assessing students' documentation 

and in determining what accommodations might be appropriate. 
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English as a Second Language (ESL) Extension 

Policy 

• 

• 

Building, Security, and Facility Care Guidelines

• 

• 

mailto:deansoffice@psr.edu
mailto:deansoffice@psr.edu
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Privacy Policy – The Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

mailto:deansoffice@psr.edu
mailto:deansoffice@psr.edu
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mailto:lreed@psr.edu
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DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN FERPA 
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Disclosures that do NOT Require Student Consent 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
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mailto:lreed@psr.edu
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Admissions Policy 
The application information on this page is for all PSR graduate academic programs except the GTU 
Common Master of Arts.  
Application instructions and requirements are subject to change. 

 
PRIORITY DEADLINES 
• Summer or Fall admission: February 1 
• January or Spring admission: October 1 
 

 
Application Checklist 

• 

• 
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Complete and mail your application to the PSR Admissions Office (1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 
94709). We will confirm receipt of your application via e-mail. Contact the Admissions Office 
periodically to find out the status of your application. Online applications for admission and financial 
aid applications are available at http://www.psr.edu/apply-now.  

mailto:admissions@psr.edu
http://www.psr.edu/apply-now
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Tuition and Fees 
2019-2020 Tuition: 

 
 

 
Program 

 
 

Cost per credit (effective 
August 8, 2018) 

MAST, MDiv, MTS, CTS, CSS, CSSC, CST, CAPS, CSR, 
Special Student* 

 
$743 

 
GTU Common MA 

 

$780 
for first two years of full course load 

Master of Arts continuing relations fee (after two 
years of full course load; more than 12 credits per 
semester for fall and spring, and all intersession and 
summer term charged at the per credit fee)  

 
 

$4,600 

Doctor of Ministry (see DMin program manual for 
more information)  

 

$639 

 

Additional DMin supervision fee  
 

$58/semester 

 

Continuing Education Unit 
 

$201/CEU 

 

For auditors 
 

$370/credit 

 

For auditors who are PSR alumni/ae  

 

$132/credit 

PSR full-time staff tuition Alumni/ae, Field Education 
Mentors, Adjunct Faculty, Emeriti/ae, Employees, 
student spouses, and special guests of PSR (limited to 
one course per year) 

 
$103 

Additional fees may apply for Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) and field education internships. Contact 

Community Engaged Learning at 510/849-8261 for more information.  

Tuition Refund Policy 

• 

• 

• 

https://psr.edu/academics/certificates-degrees/
https://psr.edu/academics/certificates-degrees/


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 52 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

 

Please note that most fees are likely to increase by 1.5% to 3% each July.  

Policy on Student Account Payment 

 

 

 

 

Payment Methods 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 

http://www.studentloans.gov/
mailto:financialaid@psr.edu
https://psr.edu/student-life/student-policies/r2t4/
mailto:poleary@psr.edu
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Payment Plans 

• 

o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

 
• 

o 

o 

o 

o 
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o 

o 

Other Charges and Fees: 

Application Processing Fee  $55 

Enrollment Deposit 

(Applied to tuition if student registers) $55 

Community Association of PSR (CAPSR) Fee 

Supports the Community Association of PSR (CAPSR), student 

information technology services, and the availability to students of 

the D’Autremont Dining Hall $274/term 

Contextual Learning Fee 

(MDiv students only) $30/semester 

Supervision Fee 

(CPE or registered for 0 credits) $185/semester 

Transcripts $15.50/copy 

Leave of absence (GTU MA) $101 

Library/ID Card Replacement $15 

Diploma Replacement $55 

Late Payment $25 – $50 

https://psr.edu/community-association-of-psr-and-student-groups/
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Financial Aid Verification Policy 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Get-Transcript
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Get-Transcript
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out#irs-drt
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Return of Title IV Funds (R2T4) 
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2019-2020  Page 59 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Use of Technology in the Classroom 

 

 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans
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Wireless Internet and Media Services

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://psr.edu/reserve
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/AV-Equipment-Policy-for-Faculty-Instructors-Teaching-on-the-PSR-Campus-2015-09-15.pdf
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/AV-Equipment-Policy-for-Faculty-Instructors-Teaching-on-the-PSR-Campus-2015-09-15.pdf


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 61 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

• 

Email Accounts, Contact, and Profile 

Information 

mailto:deansoffice@psr.edu
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http://mail.ses.psr.edu/
mailto:lreed@psr.edu
mailto:lreed@psr.edu
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Advising 

• All Programs 

o Once During Orientation 

o Once Before Registering for One’s Second Semester 

o Once each year after 

• Certificate Programs 

o Prior to Each Registration 

• Master of Divinity 

o For the Middler Process  

• Master of Theological Studies 

o Prior to Beginning the Synthesis Essay 

• Common MA 

o Prior to, and during, the Thesis  

• Master of Art in Social Transformation 

o Prior to Beginning the SAIL Project 

• Doctor of Ministry 

o Each Semester “In Thesis” 

o Each Semester “Under Supervision” 
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Responsibility for Program Requirements 

Resources for Choosing Classes 

1. Your Advisor 

2. A Degree Audit 

3. Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs & Registrar  

 
1 These forms can also be obtained in the Office of Academic Affairs (Holbrook 135). 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Change_of_Advisor_form_0.pdf
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Grades 

Letter Grades 

GPA     LG     Explanation 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

Other Grades 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Policy on Unsubmitted Grades 

Other Information on Grades 

http://www.psrsonis.edu/
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Credit Hour Policy 

• 

• 

Time per Credit 

• 

• 

• 

Students may not miss more than 10% of direct contact time within a given course. Students who 

miss 10%, or more, of any course are subject to an automatic fail unless the missing contact hours 

can be made up by the student and faculty meeting outside of the normal class hours (this is 

completely dependent on faculty willingness and availability as it is not required for faculty to do 

so). 

mailto:lreed@psr.edu
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Intensive & Experiential Classes 

Absences 

Make-Up Work 
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Tardiness 
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Residency Requirements and Online Courses 

 

Program 
Residency Unit 
Requirement 

Total Units 
Available for 

Online Courses 

Cert. of Adv. Prof. Studies 6 18 

Cert. of Special Studies 6 18 

Cert. of Sex. & Religion 7 18 

Cert. of Spirituality & Soc. Change 7 18 

Cert. of Theology 8 21 

Master of Art Soc. Transformation 13 19 

Master of Theology 16 15 

Common MA 15 15 

Master of Divinity (Pre/Post 2018) 27 40 

Common MA/MDIV 35 55 

Doctor of Ministry 8 18 

 

Special Reading Courses 

 and while core faculty are not obligated to 

offer SRCs, those who choose to do so are advised to take on no more than two SRCs per semester. 
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Program 
SRC Units 
Allowed 

Cert. of Adv. Prof. Studies 3 

Cert. of Special Studies 3 

Cert. of Sex. & Religion 6 

Cert. of Spirituality & Soc. Change No Limit 

Cert. of Theology 3 

Master of Art Soc. Transformation 9 

Master of Theology 6 

Common MA 6 

Master of Divinity (Pre/Post 2018) 9 

Common MA/MDIV 15 

Doctor of Ministry 9 

For any exceptions to the above policies that must be approved by the Dean, it is recommended that a 

student obtain written permission and confirmation regarding these exceptions (example: using and 

SRC to fulfill a requirement; having an adjunct faculty person teach your SRC, etc.) prior to enrollment 

in an SRC. Dean approval on the SRC form does not constitute approval for fulfillment of a core course 

requirement. 
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Failure to submit a completed form before the end of the late registration period may result in not 

being able to take the course, no credit, and no grade. Successfully completed SRCs will appear on your 

transcript as SRC-9999-PS [instructor initials] or SRC-8888-PS [instructor initials] and then the course 

title you and instructor agreed on for your course. 

Extensions, Incompletes, and Time Lapsed 
Rule 

Extensions for Programs: Lapsed Time Rule 

Each degree and certificate program are to be completed in an expected number of years. However, if 

you are part time, you may still take courses that count toward your degree over more years, as long as 

you are within your program’s lapsed time rule. Remember that time lapse begins when the first 

course you want to use toward your degree starts, even transferred courses from other institutions, 

and time lapse even includes semesters/years you were on leave or not an active student. 

Extensions beyond the expected graduation time may be subject to the approval of the Assistant Dean 

for Academic Affairs and Registrar in consultation with your advisor. Such extensions do not entail a 

continuation of housing and/or financial aid privileges, and you may have to seek non-campus housing 

and other sources of income if you wish to continue beyond your program’s expected time. 

Extensions beyond the maximum allotted time as stated in the lapsed-time rule must be specially 

approved by the Dean and most likely will result in the loss of eligible coursework to be applied to 

your degree/certificate, which may mean you will need to re-take some of your earliest coursework. 

Therefore, it is in your best interest to graduate sometime within the lapsed time rule. 

Degree/Certificate Expected time Lapse Time 
MDiv (prior to Fall 2018) 3 years 10 years 
MA 2 years 4 years 
Stacked CSSC/MAST/MDiv 4 years 10 years 
MTS 2 years 5 years 
DMin & CTS 3 years 6 years 
CAPS/CSS 1 year 2 years 
CSR 2 years 4 years 
CSSC 1 year 3 years 
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Extensions for Courses 

 

Upon the three-week deadline, if the student has not completed the outstanding assignments, the 

instructor must submit the grade for any work that was submitted up until that day. 

Incompletes 

Students who 

receive an Incomplete must submit all previously unfinished work no later than the first day of the 

following semester.  

Incomplete Maximums by Program: 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 77 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

• 

• All other degree and certificate programs: 3 incompletes allowed 

• CEUs- Incompletes are not available 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

DMin students are under supervision (DM 6005) or thesis status (DM 6011).  
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Transfer Credits 
Transfer Policy and Procedure 
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• 

• 

• 

 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 82 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Academic Disputes Policy  
 

Academic Disputes with Pacific School of Religion/faculty 

• 

• 

• 

o 

o 
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Adding or Changing a Degree Program 
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Application to Add or Change a Program 

 

Graduation and Degree Conferral 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Application-to-Add-or-Change-Programs.pdf
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https://psr.edu/events/psrs-152nd-commencement/
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Provisional Status Policy

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Graduation-Form-PSR-2016.pdf
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Graduation-Memo-and-FAQ2016.pdf
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/2013-14-Policy-for-Provisional-Student-Status.pdf
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Leave of Absence and Deferment

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Application-for-Full-Status-2014-2015.pdf
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2286531/Leaveofabsence
https://psr.edu/tuition-and-fees
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Return of Title IV Funds (R2T4) 

http://gtu.edu/academics/registrar
http://gtu.edu/sites/default/files/docs/gtu-old/MA%20Request%20for%20Leave%20of%20Absence%20PDF.pdf
http://gtu.edu/sites/default/files/docs/gtu-old/MA%20Request%20for%20Leave%20of%20Absence%20PDF.pdf
https://www.psrsonis.com/
https://psr.edu/academic-and-administrative-calendars
https://psr.edu/student-life/student-policies/r2t4/
mailto:admissions@psr.edu
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Withdrawal and Termination 

https://psr.edu/tuition-and-fees/
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Satisfactory Academic Progress and Academic 

Probation Policy2 

 

 

 

 

2 

https://psr.edu/student-life/student-policies/r2t4/
https://psr.edu/financial-aid/
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• 

• 

• 
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Student Conduct and Special Needs Policy
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Complaints 
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Plagiarism Policy/Academic Dishonesty
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Procedures and Penalties 

In the Case of Students 
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In the Case of Faculty 

 
3 Approved by the Council of Deans, April 2010 
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Student Communication and Problem-Solving 

Policy 

1. 

.  ** An exception to this 
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process is in the case of sexual harassment or any other conflict in which there is a risk of 
harm to oneself or others, whether real or perceived. In such cases it is advised that the 
grievant cease any contact or communication with the presumed respondent and report to 
the Title IX coordinator (either the CBO, Patrick O’Leary, or, in the CBO’s absence, the 
Assistant Dean for Academic Affairs and Registrar, Lyndsey Reed), deputies, other 
appropriate PSR employee, or local authorities.  
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• 

• 

• 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 105 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

• 

• 

o 

▪ 

• 

o 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

o 
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____________ 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Sexual Harassment Policy 

DEFINITION OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Pacific-School-of-Religion-Clery-Report-2016.pdf
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Pacific-School-of-Religion-Clery-Report-2016.pdf
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Procedures for Early Resolution  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Procedures for Formal Investigation  
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Procedures for Appeal  

Retaliation  
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Intentionally false reports  

Conflict of Interest Related to Consensual Relationships  
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PRIVACY & CONFIDENTIALITY 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT RESOURCES 

The Title IX Coordinator for Pacific School of Religion is Patrick O’Leary (poleary@psr.edu) 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

mailto:poleary@psr.edu
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▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

mailto:lreed@psr.edu
mailto:poleary@psr.edu
mailto:ajefferson@psr.edu
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/tix_dis.html
http://campussaveact.org/
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/policies-Clery-Report-2015.pdf
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http://www.nsvrc.org/projects/engaging-bystanders-sexual-violence-prevention/bystander-intervention-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kotaVCcMTxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=491e8Oku0Jw
http://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/
http://www.loveisrespect.org/
http://www.justice.gov/ovw
http://www.thehotline.org/
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center
https://www.notalone.gov/
http://www.pandys.org/index.html
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Reporting Suspected Ethical Violations 
Report suspected ethical violations here: 

https://secure.ethicspoint.com/domain/media/en/gui/44244/index.html 

https://rainn.org/get-help/national-sexual-assault-online-hotline
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://www.vawnet.org/
https://secure.ethicspoint.com/domain/media/en/gui/44244/index.html
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Degree Programs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019-2020  



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 127 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Stackable Master of Divinity 
 

WELCOME TO THE MASTER OF DIVINITY PROGRAM 
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https://www.gtu.edu/schools-and-centers#schools
https://www.gtu.edu/schools-and-centers#schools
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https://www.gtu.edu/students/registrar/consortial-registration-policies
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Stackable Master of Arts in Social 

Transformation 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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Stackable Certificate of Spirituality & Social 

Change 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

http://www.ignitepsr.org/


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 149 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.gtu.edu/schools-and-centers#schools
https://www.gtu.edu/schools-and-centers#schools
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Incompletes/Extensions in Courses 
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Students are only allowed 3 incompletes for the duration of their program. 
 
 
 
Letter Grade vs. Pass/Fail Grade 

Master of Theological Studies 
 

https://www.gtu.edu/students/registrar/consortial-registration-policies
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1602098/Masters-of-Theological-Studies-Entrance-Report
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http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1602195/Masters-of-Theological-Studies-Final-Report
http://www.psr.edu/files_psr/MTS_Synthesis_Essay_guidelines_2014.pdf
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Pacific School of Religion 

Master of Theological Studies 

MTS Synthesis Essay Assessment Rubric 

 

Student Name:        Grad Yr.:     

Area of Interest:            

Evaluation standards of MTS 

Synthesis Essay 

Further description 

particular to essay 
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Issue/problem is identified and 

described clearly related to area 

of interest 

Issue/Problem:     

Issue/problem is addressed by 

drawing on at least two 

theological disciplines:  

 

Discipline 1:  

________________ 

    

Discipline 2:  

________________ 

    

Integration of these disciplines 

into creative and critical inter-

play with one other 

 i ii iii iv 

Demonstrates critical theological 

reflection skills; ability to think 

and analyze theologically 

 v vi vii viii 

Demonstrates contextual 

reflection skills 

 ix x xi xii 

Particularized competency in an 

area of interest/discipline 

 xiii xiv xv xvi 
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Certificate of Sexuality and Religion: 
Stand Alone Certificate 

http://www.psr.edu/csr
http://www.clgs.org/


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 161 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 162 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 163 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

 

 PACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION  
CERTIFICATE IN SEXUALITY AND RELIGION (CSR) WORKSHEET  

(21 credits)  

NAME ADVISOR  
CORE CREDITS – 3 credit hours in 
at least three of the four 
foundational areas of study: 
Foundational Area  

Course Number & 
Name  

Credits Semester& Year  

A. Religious Texts and 
Sexuality/Sexual Identity  

___________________
___________________ 
___________________
___________________  

______ ______  ________________ 

B. Human Sexuality w/ focus on 
Sexual Orientation & Gender 
Identity  

___________________
___________________ 
___________________
___________________  

______ ______  ________________ 

C. Theology, Ethics, and Sexual 
Identity  

___________________
___________________ 
___________________
___________________  

______ ______  ________________ 

D. History of Sexuality/ Sexual 
Orientation Issues & Religion  

___________________
___________________ 
___________________
___________________  

______ ______  ________________  
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Certificate of Theological Studies 
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http://www.psr.edu/flexible-learning
http://www.psr.edu/flexible-learning
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Stackable Curriculum Map

CSR/CSSC/MAST/MDIV
CSR ONLY
MAST TRACK ONLY
MDIV TRACK ONLY

MDIV First Year Milestones

2. MDIV Vocational Academic Plan

3. Spiritual Formation Plan

CSR students need to take 2 CSR approved courses during any Summer

MDIV 2nd Year Milestone
4.  Middler - to be taken near end of CPE/Field Edu.

MDIV 3rd Year Milestone
5. MDIV Exit Interview

Notes:
Italicized courses will have course offerings listed in the Alternatives to Basics
**MDIV Students need to take their Social Change Field Work during their 1st (suggested) or 2nd summer
˄ MDIV Students can take this during their final semester as well

Social 
Transformation in 

Action (1.5)       
CSR EXCLUDED

1. MDIV Entrance Interview

Color Key

UMC Students:       
take UMC Polity    

HSFT 2000            
NOT Theological 

Thinking.

SAIL Capstone (1.5) ˄

No order required

Field Education (3)   Cong. Min/CSR - Spans 
from Sept. to May

MAST Student need 
1.5 units of an 

Elective or 
Immersion

Chaplaincy Track                              
Pastoral Care (3) & Preaching (1.5)

Chaplaincy Track                                      
Worship (1.5)

MDiv Capstone (1.5)

SUMMER OPTION 2: Social Change Field Work for MDIV (3)

Sexuality & Religion Track                             
4.5 units of CSR approved Courses

Sexuality & Religion Track                             
1.5 units of CSR approved Courses

Congregational Ministry Track             
Pastoral Care (1.5) & Preaching (1.5)

Congregational Ministry Track             
Worship (1.5) & Religious Edu. (1.5)

Other Faith Tradition (3) Religion and the Arts (3)

Polity/Practice of Ministry (3) Elective OR Prof. of Practice Course (3)

*Immersion (1.5)   
AND/OR       

Elective (3.0)

YEAR THREE

Theological Thinking (3)

Introduction to Christian Ethics (3)

YEAR ONE (for 2019/20 only)

Transformative Leadership OR             
Professors of Practice (3)

Rhetorical Use of Texts (3)

Design Thinking for Soc Change (1.5)

Empathy/Communication/Ritual Design        
(1)              (1)              (1)

Contextual Thinking (3)

FALL SPRINGIntersession

Spiritual Formation (3)

Elective (3) CSR Excluded     

Field Education (3)

YEAR TWO

CSR Approved Course (3)

Who Cares? (3) Igniting Vibrant Ventures OR       
Professors of Practice Course (3)

Upper Level Theology (3) Christian History of US Social 
Movements (3)

UMC Students will do 
their Immersion during 
Summer - HSFT 2001 

Electives be used to for 
denominational 
requirements.

Hebrew Bible (3) Christian Scriptures (3)

Clinical Pastoral Education (6) Clinical Pastoral Education (6)Chaplaincy - only one 
term needed

 SUMMER OPTION 1: Social Change Field Work for MDIV (3) 

*Immersion (1.5)   
AND/OR       

Elective (3.0)
MAST Social Change Field Work (3)
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Certificate of Advanced Professional 

Studies/Certificated of Special Studies 
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PACIFIC SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
CERTIFICATE OF SPECIAL STUDIES (C.S.S.) OR 

CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL STUDIES (C.A.P.S.) WORKSHEET 
(18 credits) 

 

 

NAME                                                       ADVISOR              
                            
AREA OF INTEREST             
 
 

COURSES 
Course Number and Name     Credits                  Semester &Year 
 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

Use asterisk (*) to indicate PSR courses. 

Total PSR Credits (minimum 6)      

Transfer Credits _____________credits from________________________________________ 
 

 

Total Credits                                                                                    
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Doctor of Ministry Program 
     

Welcome to the Doctor of Ministry Program 
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 during the year to the Director of the DMin Program.  
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http://www.psr.edu/academics/flexible-learning%20/
http://moodle.gtu.edu/
http://gtu.edu/library
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DMin. Advising and Committee Information 
 

Advisors 

 
DMin Committee 
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●

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2250644/DMin-Request-to-Proceed-with-Project-form
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Human-Subject-Protocol.pdf
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2250644/DMin-Request-to-Proceed-with-Project-form
https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Human-Subject-Protocol.pdf
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https://psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Human-Subject-Protocol.pdf
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2250644/DMin-Request-to-Proceed-with-Project-form
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http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2254750/DMin-Project-Thesis-Assessment-Rubric-Defense-Certification
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https://copyright.gov/registration/
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http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2233928/DMin-Elective-Course-Learning-Outcomes-form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2233928/DMin-Elective-Course-Learning-Outcomes-form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2233928/DMin-Elective-Course-Learning-Outcomes-form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2233928/DMin-Elective-Course-Learning-Outcomes-form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2260621/DMin-Progress-Report-Form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2260621/DMin-Progress-Report-Form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2250644/DMin-Request-to-Proceed-with-Project-form
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2250644/DMin-Request-to-Proceed-with-Project-form
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Human-Subject-Protocol.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Human-Subject-Protocol.pdf
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2254750/DMin-Project-Thesis-Assessment-Rubric-Defense-Certification
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2254750/DMin-Project-Thesis-Assessment-Rubric-Defense-Certification
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2254750/DMin-Project-Thesis-Assessment-Rubric-Defense-Certification
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2254750/DMin-Project-Thesis-Assessment-Rubric-Defense-Certification
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Academics-Dmin-degree-certification-form-2014.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Academics-Dmin-degree-certification-form-2014.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Academics-Dmin-degree-certification-form-2014.pdf
http://gtu.edu/sites/default/files/users/studentaffairs/Thes.Diss_.Guidelines%20Jan%202014.pdf
http://gtu.edu/sites/default/files/users/studentaffairs/Thes.Diss_.Guidelines%20Jan%202014.pdf
http://gtu.edu/sites/default/files/users/studentaffairs/Thes.Diss_.Guidelines%20Jan%202014.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-criteria-for-doctoral-level-work.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-criteria-for-doctoral-level-work.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Assessment-Rubric-2012.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/academics-DMin-Assessment-Rubric-2012.pdf
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Appendix i: Graduate Theological Union 
Common Agreement 
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Appendix ii: EXTENDED ACADEMIC AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE CALENDAR   

PSR 2019-2020 
SUMMER 2019 (June 3 - June 28, 2019) 

MONTH DATE Date DETAILS 

May-June 27 (M) Memorial Day Holiday: GTU Academic & Administrative 
Offices/Library Closed 5/25-26 

June 3 (M) PSR Berkeley Summer Session 2019 begins - registration 
for PSR Summer Session ongoing until first day of class 

June  28 (F) PSR Berkeley Summer Session Ends 

July 4 (T) Independence Day Holiday: Academic & Administrative 
Holiday, GTU Library Closed 

July 22-26 (M-F) DMin Seminar in Honolulu, HI 

August 1 (Th) Deadline for Faculty to submit Fall 2019 Syllabi to PSR's 
Office of Academic Affairs 

August 2 (T) Registration Deadline for August Biblical Hebrew and 
Greek Language Exams 

August 21 (W) UC Berkeley (UCB) Fall Semester 2019 begins 

August ? (W) PSR Staff Retreat 

August 19 - 30 (M-F) General Registration for Fall 2019 

August 20 (T) Biblical Hebrew exam 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Le Conte 
building exam rooms 

August 21 (W) Biblical Greek exam 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, Le Conte building 
exam rooms 

August 22 (Th) GTU Common MA Student Orientation, Dinner Board 
Room (from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm) 

August 28 (W) UCB Fall Semester 2019 Instruction begins 

August 26-29 (M-
Th) 

Fall 2019 New Student Orientation [with Immersion 
Event on? (4:00 - 7:00 pm)] 

August 28 (W) Welcome BBQ for all entering student in all programs 
across consortium, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm, Off-campus 

August ? (Th) All-Day Faculty Retreat and Half-Day Faculty Business 
Meeting (Easton Hall) 

August 30 (F) Deadline for Leave of Absence requests 

August 30 (F) Intent to Graduate Forms for Fall 2019 Graduates Due 
(MA's to GTU Dean's Office) 
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SUMMER 2019 (June 3 - June 28, 2019) 
MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 

August 30 (F) End of General Registration 

August 31 (Sa) Late Registration for Fall Semester 2019 begins 

FALL 2019 (September 3 - December 13, 2019) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 

September 2 (M) Labor Day observed: Academic & Administrative Holiday, Library Closed 

Septembe
r 

3 (T) Instruction begins for Fall Semester 2019 

   
PSR Opening Worship 

September 6 (F) Deadline to submit UCB Cross-Registration petition to Registrar, 
12:00 noon 

September 11 (W) Reception for GTU MA and Doctoral students & GTU Faculty, 3:30 pm 
- 5:30 pm, Dinner Board Room 

September 13 (F) End of Fall 2019 late registration and/or approval of Leave of Absenc
e    
Deadline for registered students to make changes of enrollment 

   
End of Add/Drop/Change period; Check your course schedule in 
SONIS and course enrollments in Moodle    
Deadline for submission of Special Reading Course forms for Fall 
2019     
Deadline for incoming Summer/Fall students to submit Statement of 
Understanding to Academic Affairs     
Deadline for GTU Common MA to successfully defend thesis or 
complete MABL examination WITHOUT paying    
ALL Tuition and Fees DUE for Fall 2019 or Payment Plans confirmed 

September 16 (M) Constitution Day Events 

September 20 (F) Deadline to drop courses with full tuition refund  

September 24 (T) Fall Semester 2019 Stickers Due on Library Cards for UCB Library and 
student discount privileges 

October 1 (T) Deadline for GTU Common MA to file completed and approved copies 
of theses or Certification of Oral 

October 1 (T) Deadline for Priority Admissions to PSR for Spring 2020  

   
Priority Deadline for GTU Common M.A. Applications for Spring 2020  

   
Deadline for Add/Change Programs for Spring 2020 

October 11 (F) Deadline for Faculty to submit 2020-2021 Course Scheduling Forms 
to PSR Dean    
Deadline to drop courses with half tuition refund through "Change in 
Enrollment" form OR email PSR Registrar 

October 21-25 (M-F) Reading Week - no classes; Administrative Offices open 

October 28-29 (M-T) PSR Fall Board of Trustees Meeting 

  

http://www.psr.edu/special-reading-courses
http://www.psr.edu/special-reading-courses
http://www.psr.edu/statement-understanding
http://www.psr.edu/statement-understanding
http://www.psr.edu/changes-in-registration
http://www.psr.edu/apply-now
http://gtu.edu/admissions/applications/MA
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FALL 2019 (September 3 - December 13, 2019) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 

October 31 (Th) Deadline for Summer/Fall 1st year MDiv students to submit MDiv 
Entrance Interview to Assistant Dean     
Deadline for Fall 2019 entering MTS students to submit Entrance 
Report to Assistant Dean    
Deadline for new students (INT, SP, SU, FA 19 cohorts) to complete 
online Sexual Harassment and Sexual    
Violence Training. 

November 4 (M) 2020-2021 Course Scheduling Forms due to Consortial Registrar's 
Office by 5pm 

November 4-8 (M-F) Early Registration for Intersession 2020 & Spring Semester 2020 

November 8 (F) Deadline to Drop a Course with a "W" or to Change grading scheme to 
Pass/Fail    
SPRING 2020 INTENT TO GRADUATE FORMS DUE 

November 23 - 26 (Sa-T) AAR-SBL Annual Meeting in San Diego 

November 27 (W) Thanksgiving Day Holiday: GTU Academic and Administrative 
Offices/Library Closed at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday 

November 28 - 29 (Th-F) Thanksgiving: Academic and Administrative holiday / Library closed 

December 6 (F) UCB Fall Semester 2019 Formal Classes Ends 

December 1 (S) Deadline for Faculty to submit Intersession 2020 Syllabi to PSR's 
Office of Academic Affairs 

December ? (F) PSR Community Lessons & Carols/Winterfeast Celebration (tentative-
TBA) 

December 13 (F) Fall Semester 2019 ends 
   

Deadline for students to submit Petition for Incomplete for Fall 2019  

   
Deadline to register for January Biblical Hebrew and Greek Language 
Exams 

Dec.20 - Jan. 1 (F-W) Christmas to New Year's Day Holiday Break: GTU Academic, Library, 
and Administrative Offices Closed 

Dec.23 -Jan. 1 (M-W) PSR Christmas to New Year's Day Holiday Break: Administrative Offices 
Closed 

INTERSESSION  2020 (January 6 - January 31, 2020) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 
January 3 (F) Deadline for instructors to submit grades for Fall 2019 
   

Deadline for students to submit Incomplete make-up work to 
instructors for Fall 2019 

January 6 (M) Intersession 2020 begins 
   

Intersession Registration Open Until First Day of Class for Intersessio
n Courses 

January 7 (T) DMin Student Orientation 

January 8 (W) Biblical Hebrew Exam, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, LeConte building 

January 9 (Th) Biblical Greek Exam, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm, LeConte building 

http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/extensions-lapsed-time-rule
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INTERSESSION  2020 (January 6 - January 31, 2020) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 

January  10 (F) Deadline for Faculty to submit Spring 2019 Syllabi to PSR's Office of 
Academic Affairs 

January 20 (M) Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Day:  Academic & Administrative Holiday, Library 
Closed 

Jan. 20-31 (M-F) General Registration for Spring Semester 2019 

January 21 (T) UCB Spring 2020 Instruction begins 

January 24 (F) Deadline to Submit Grades for Removal of Incompletes from Fall 2018 
Semester 

January 28-29 (M-T) Spring 2019 New Student Orientation 

January 31 (F) Intersession 2020 ends 

January 31 (F) End of General Registration 
   

Deadline for Leave of Absence requests 

February 1-14 (Sa-F) Spring 2019: Late Registration Period begins 

SPRING 2020 (February 3 - May 22, 2020) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 

February 1 (T) Deadline for Priority Admission to PSR for Fall 2020 

      Deadline for GTU Common MA Applications for Fall 2020 

       Deadline for 2020-2021 Priority Financial Aid Application (incoming 
students) 

February 3 (M) Instruction for Spring Semester 2020 Begins 

February 7 (F) Deadline to submit UCB Cross-Registration petition to registrar, 12:00 
pm 

February 10-11 (M-T) PSR Winter Board of Trustees Meeting 

February 14 (F) End of Spring 2019 late registration and/or approval of Leave of Abse
nce 

      End of Online Add/Drop/Change period; Check your course schedule 
in SONIS 

      Deadline for submission of Special Reading Course forms for Spring 
2020 

      Deadline for incoming Int./Spring students to submit Statement of 
Understanding to Academic Affairs  

      Deadline for 2020-2021 Financial Aid Application for continuing 
students 

      Spring 2020 Stickers Due on Library Cards 

February 17 (M) President's Day: GTU Academic and Administrative Offices/Library 
Closed 

February 21 (F) Deadline for students to submit Incomplete make-up work to 
instructors for Intersession 2020 

February 21 (F) Deadline for instructors to submit grades for Intersession 2020 

February 21 (F) Deadline to Drop a course with Full Tuition Refund 

http://www.psr.edu/statement-understanding
http://www.psr.edu/statement-understanding


 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 204 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

SPRING 2020 (February 3 - May 22, 2020) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 
March 1 (Th) Deadline for GTU Common MA Applications for Fall 2019 

March 2 (F) Course Schedule: Forms from Deans with Final Corrections and 
Changes to 2019-2020 Course Schedule 

      due in the Consortial Registrar's Office by 5:00 p.m. 

March 6 (F) Deadline to drop courses with half tuition refund through "Change in 
Enrollment" form 

March 13 (F) Intersession, 2020: Deadline to Submit Grades for Removal of 
Incompletes from Intersession Courses 

March 18 (W) Course Schedule: 2020-2021 Course Schedule Available on the Web 
and in PDF format 

March 23-27 (M-F) Spring Recess - No Classes, GTU Library Open, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm (M-F) 

March 27 (F) Deadline for MDiv 1st year Intersession/Spring admits to turn in 
MDiv Entrance Interview to Assistant Dean 

March 27 (F) Deadline for Intersession/Spring entering MTS students to submit 
Entrance Report to Assistant Dean 

April 1 (W) Deadline for Add/Change Programs for Fall 2020 

April 1 (W) Deadline for graduating D.Min. students to submit project to 
committee 

April 3 (F) Deadline for MDivs requiring Middlers to submit Summary Sheet to 
Assistant Dean; Schedule Middler date  

      with roomreservations@psr.edu AND committee  

April 6 (M) Alternatives to Basics for 2020-2021 available online only 

      Deadline for graduating MTS students to submit MTS Synthesis Essay 
to advisor  

      Deadline for graduating D.Min. students to defend project 

April 6-17 (M-F) Fall 2020: Early Registration 

April 10 (F) Good Friday:  Academic & Administrative Holiday, Library Closed 

April 11-12 (Sa-Su) Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday 

April 17 F Deadline to Drop a Course with a "W" or to Change grading scheme to 
Pass/Fail 

April 17 F Fall 2020: End of Early Registration 

April 26 (Su) Deadline to file Thesis by 5:00 p.m. for DMin Candidates 

May 1 (F) Deadline for Faculty to submit Summer 2019 Syllabi to PSR's Office of 
Academic Affairs 

May 1 (F) UCB: Spring, 2020 Last Day of Instruction 

May 7 (Th) GTU Commencement at 4pm; Reception for Graduates and 
Coordinators (for PSR MA's & PhD's also), 5:00-7:00 pm, TBD 

May 11-12 (M-T) PSR Spring Board of Trustees Meeting 

  

http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/files_psr/MTS_Synthesis_Essay_guidelines_2014.pdf
http://www.psr.edu/files_psr/MTS_Synthesis_Essay_guidelines_2014.pdf
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SPRING 2020 (February 3 - May 22, 2020) 

MONTH DATE DAY DETAILS 
May 22 (F) Spring 2020: semester ends at PSR 

      Spring 2020: Deadline to Submit Petition for Incompletes from Spring 
2020 Courses 

      Deadline for 1st year MDiv students to submit MDiv Vocational 
Academic Plan AND  

      Spiritual Formation Plan to Assistant Dean  

      Report and to (if not yet submitted) Middler packet with Middler 
Theological Statement to Assistant Dean  

      Deadline for graduating MDiv students to submit Exit Interview to 
Assistant Dean 

May 24 (Su) PSR COMMENCEMENT 

May 25 (M) Memorial Day Holiday: PSR Academic and Administrative 
Offices/Library Closed 

June 12 (F) Spring 2020: Deadline to Make up an Incomplete for Spring 2020 
Courses 

June 12 (F) Spring 2020: Deadline to Submit Grades 

July 3 (F) Spring 2019: Deadline to Submit Grades for Removal of Incompletes 
from Spring 2019 Courses 

July 3 (F) Independence Day Holiday: PSR Academic and Administrative 
Offices/GTU Library Closed [July 4 is Saturday]  

July 4 (Sat) Independence Day 

  

http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
http://www.psr.edu/master-divinity-mdiv
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Appendix iv: PSR 2019-2020 Class 

Schedule 
 

Course 

Number 

Course Name  Semester 
Credits 

Campus Instructor Times 

DM-6021 
DMIN ANNUAL 
CONTINUING 

SEMINAR 

Summer 

2019-2020 
1.5 PSR-Hawaii 

Lawrence, 

James 

(07/22/2019- 

07/26/2019) 

MON 9:00am-
1:00pm, TUE 

9:00am-1:00pm, 

WED 9:00am-
1:00pm, THU 

9:00am-1:00pm, 

FRI 9:00am-
1:00pm 

FE-1014 Summer Internship 
Summer 

2019-2020 
3 PSR 

St. Onge, 

Patricia 
TBD 

FE-2000 

CLINICAL 

PASTORAL 

EDUCATION 

Summer 
2019-2020 

6 PSR 
St. Onge, 
Patricia 

TBD 

FERS-3002 

MAST SOCIAL 

CHANGE FIELD 
WORK 

Summer 

2019-2020 
3 PSR 

St. Onge, 

Patricia 
TBD 

HS-3577 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

& CHRISTIAN 
TRADITION 

Summer 

2019-2020 
3 PSR 

Schlager, 

Bernard 

(06/03/2019 - 

06/14/2019) 

MON 8:30am-

12:30pm, TUE 
8:30am-12:30pm, 

WED 8:30am-

12:30pm, THU 
8:30am-12:30pm, 

FRI 8:30am-

12:30pm 

STRS-2562 
QUEER/CHRISTIAN 

THEOLOGY 

Summer 

2019-2020 
3 PSR Johnson, Jay 

(06/17/2019 - 

06/28/2019) 

MON 8:30am-

12:30pm, TUE 
8:30am-12:30pm, 

WED 8:30am-

12:30pm, THU 
8:30am-12:30pm, 

FRI 8:30am-

12:30pm 

CE-8147 
INTRO TO 
CHRISTIAN 

ETHICS 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Miller, Randall  Online 

CSR-2001 
CSR FINAL 

PROJECT 

Fall 2019-

2020 
0-3 PSR 

Schlager, 

Bernard 
N/A 

DM-6005 
DMIN UNDER 
SUPERVISION 

Fall 2019-
2020 

0 PSR Faculty N/A 

DM-6011 DMIN IN THESIS 
Fall 2019-

2020 
6 PSR Faculty N/A 
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Course 

Number 

Course Name  Semester 
Credits 

Campus Instructor Times 

FE-1003 

SPECIAL FIELD 

STUDY MINISTRY 
I 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Del Rosario TBD 

FE-1005 
CONCURRENT 

FIELD STUDY I 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Del Rosario 

Wednesday       
9:10 am- 12:00 

pm 

FE-1011 INTERNSHIP I 
Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Del Rosario TBD 

FE-2000 

CLINICAL 

PASTORAL 
EDUCATION 

Fall 2019-

2020 
6 PSR Del Rosario TBD 

FE-2210 ADV FIEL ED I 
Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Del Rosario 

Wednesday       

1:30pm -3:00pm 

FERS-3000 
SOC CHG 
FIELD/IMMERS 

ELECTIVE 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR 

Del Rosario, 

St. Onge 
TBD 

FERS-3002 
MAST SOCIAL 
CHANGE FIELD 

WORK 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR 

Del Rosario, 

Johnson 
N/A 

FT-2923 
ORGNZTNL 
LEADRSHP CH & 

COMMNTY 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Blake, Dorsey 

Thursday 2:10pm 

- 5:00pm 

HR-1630 
METHODS IN 
STUDY OF 

BUDDHISM 

Fall 2019-

2020 
3 PSR Payne, Richard 

Wednesday 

9:40am- 12:30pm 

HSHR-3801 

CHRISTIAN 

FOUNDATION OF 
U.S. SOCIAL 

MOVEMENTS 

Fall 2019-
2020 

3 PSR 
Schlager, 
Bernard 

Tuesday 6:10pm- 
9:00pm 
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Appendix v: Course Descriptions 
 

Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

BS-1200 RHETORICAL USE OF TEXTS 3 This course will introduce students to methodologies of 
interpretation of sacred texts. Focus will be placed on various 
texts of the Hebrew Bible and New Testament but will include 
comparative texts from other sacred traditions (ancient Near 
Eastern, Mediterranean, and Hindu). Methods explored may 
include literary criticism, text criticism, and source criticism, 
material cultural approaches, arts and religion approaches, 
postcolonial, and critical race/ethnicity methods. Assignments 
will include several reflection papers. Assessment will be based 
on those papers and class participation and class presentations. 
This course is available for 1.5-3 units. 

BS-3900 MARGINS, SPEAK 3 This course is a seminar on global hermeneutics and the Bible. 
We will concentrate on the study and critique of specific 
interpretations of the New Testament coming from 
marginalized communities that have at one time or another felt 
disenfranchised, powerless, and voiceless. Such communities 
take it upon themselves to resist the dominant interpretations 
and in doing so they begin to create a space in which their 
voices can be heard and empowered. Special attention will be 
given to critical approaches, issues of identity, colonialism and 
resistance, and the ideological spectrum between the margins 
and the center. In so doing, this course serves the stated 
program goal of helping students attend to “the continuing 
importance and practice of interpretation of texts and their 
communities in history and culture.” During the semester, we 
will read and study biblical texts using different perspectives 
within a postmodern ideological framework. Under this 
postmodern lens, all interpretations of the biblical text -- 
whether historical, theological, literary or of any other kind; and 
whether presented by the instructor or the students -- are 
partial and non-universal readings. All real readers, flesh-and-
blood readers like us, read subjectively and partially. 

BSRS-4040 RACE/ ETHNICITY IN THE 
BIBLICAL WORLD 

3 This course will explore the representations of race/ethnicity in 
the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, New Testament, and the 
ancient cultures that influenced and produced the texts. Since 
this is a relatively new field of study in the ancient world, 
students will be doing original research and working together to 
develop paradigms for understanding the concepts in the Bible 
as understood through critical race and ethnicity theories. 
Grades will be based on active class participation in this seminar 
course, oral presentation(s), and a research paper. 

CE-8109 INTRODUCTION TO 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS 

3 This entry level course takes seriously the challenges and 
opportunities for doing Christian Ethics in a Postmodern 
context. Rather than an "issues" or "rules" -based approach, the 
class will focus on the key concepts, tools, and skills that 
students will need to clarify their own beliefs and perspectives, 
understand the "art" of moral reflection and discernment, and 
provide ethical leadership and guidance to others.  
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Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

CE-8130 RELIGION, VIOLENCE, AND 
PEACE 

3 From a global interdisciplinary perspective, we consider theories 
of religious violence and the nature of religiously inflected 
conflicts. We will address theological ethics, theories and 
practices of peacebuilding that claim to bring about a just, 
decolonial peace. The course will consider ethical responses to 
war (pacifism, just war, just peace, humanitarian intervention), 
and normative regimes and peace movements that respond to 
violence. This hybrid course also includes three US Institute of 
Peace short online modules and four face to face sessions. 

CE-8147 INTRO TO CHRISTIAN 
ETHICS 

3 MORAL DECISION MAKING IN A POSTMODERN WORLD Leading 
churches, social advocacy groups, and nonprofit organizations 
through processes of moral discernment and decision-making 
has never been quite so challenging. Over the past half-century 
churches have been pushed from their once privileged place at 
the very center of social and public life to the very margins. In 
addition, ongoing church scandals and what some view as 
unwarranted intrusions into the political arena have further 
eroded the moral authority traditionally accorded to churches, 
clergy, and other religiously identified leaders and fostered a 
profound skepticism and even hostility towards organized 
religion. This entry level course takes seriously the challenges 
and opportunities for doing Christian Ethics in a Postmodern 
context. Rather than an "issues" or "rules" -based approach, the 
class will focus on the key concepts, tools, and skills that 
students will need to clarify their own beliefs and perspectives, 
understand the "art" of moral reflection and discernment, and 
provide ethical leadership and guidance to others. Intended 
audience: MAST, MDiv, MTS students. ONLINE Sept 3 - 
December 13, 2019. 

CSR-3001 CSR FINAL PROJECT 3 The final component of the CSR program, the CSR Final Project is 
designed by the student with the approval of their CSR 
advisor/coordinator. Students sign up for CSR 3001 when the 
semester they are completing this project. The general topic of 
the project is established when you enter the CSR program and 
is used to direct your course of study throughout the program. 
The project should include both research and community 
application components. Students are recommended to consult 
with at least two CSR-related faculty (either regular or adjunct) 
concerning their final projects. [Faculty Consent required] 

DM-6000 D.MIN. SEMINAR 3 This seminar is designed to assist PSR Doctor of Ministry 
students focus their projects and create a plan of study for the 
first year in the program before their "Request to Proceed with 
Project" form is submitted. The course will introduce several 
research methods, contextual and interdisciplinary modes of 
inquiry, and consider multi-cultural, multi-generational and 
socio-economic environments of ministry today. This is a 
seminar/discussion course and students will be evaluated on a 
preliminary essay, class participation, a bibliography and a plan 
of study. The seminar will run for four hours, Monday-Friday for 
two weeks. Pass/Fail only. 

DM-6005 UNDER SUPERVISION 0 PSR DMin students use this course number for registering 
during terms when they are not registering for coursework. This 
course indicates continuation in the program and carries a fee 
per semester. (This number is also used during a term while the 
student is engaged in coursework away from PSR.) Pass/Fail 
only. 

  



 
 

 
 

2019-2020  Page 210 of 227 
1798 Scenic Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94709 

510/849.8200 
www.psr.edu 

Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

DM-6011 D.MIN. IN THESIS 6 PSR DMin Students who have completed their Request to 
Proceed with Project process should register for this class until 
they finish and defend their work if they have already 
completed their 6 units of DMIN in Thesis. Course may be taken 
for 3-6 units. 

DM-6021 DMIN ANNUAL 
CONTINUING SEMINAR 

1.5 The annual 1.5 unit Continuing Seminar of the Doctor of 
Ministry program at Pacific School of Religion is integral to the 
cohort design of the program and is organized around the 
principle of collegial professional support for shaping your thesis 
project. The 1.5 units are satisfied with reading learning 
colleague progress reports prior to the beginning of class and in-
class participation. As with the beginning seminar DM 6000, 
class presentations and peer consultations comprise the primary 
strategy for academic and professional development of your 
thesis project. As part of the cohort pedagogy, students in the 
Continuing Seminar will share classroom space and discussion 
for part of every day with colleagues in the Beginning Seminar, 
and meet as a separate seminar for part of every day. Before 
the week begins, post on the Moodle course site a 10-page 
minimum Progress Report Paper that includes the five elements 
cited in the assessment rubric. You will present your current 
work and thinking on your project during one of the class day 
sessions and be expected to engage actively in the feedback 
portion of learning colleagues’ presentations. 

DM-6021 DMIN ANNUAL 
CONTINUING SEMINAR 

1.5 This seminar is required for PSR DMin students each year after 
the DM-5000 & DM-5001 series or DM-6012 are completed. 
This seminar is designed to maintain peer conversation and 
development of student projects regularly for every year the 
student is active in the program. Students will have an 
opportunity to present on the progress of their project during 
this seminar to each other among different cohorts. Before the 
seminar meets each Intersession, each student is required to 
submit a written Progress Report to the faculty person leading 
the seminar. DMin students should register for 1.5 credits the 
first two years this course is taken and 0.0 units for all 
subsequent years. Class meets from 9:00am to 1:00pm, 
Monday-Friday for one week. [Auditors excluded] 

ED-3230 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
AND CRITICAL PEDAGOGY: 
A CHRISTIAN APPROACH 

3 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND CRITICAL PEDAGOGY: A CHRISTIAN 
APPROACH What is religious education? How have we done and 
how might we want to do in the future? The course introduces 
religious education from a perspective of critical pedagogy. 
Students will explore the six paradigms of religious education 
(tradition-centered, person-centered, justice-centered, family-
centered, faith community-centered, and earth-centered 
educations) and examine them with critical theories, including 
race theory, postcolonialism, and feminism. The class will use 
the forms of lecture, student presentation, and small group 
discussion. Reading materials include, but are not limited to, the 
writings of Jack Seymour, Richard Osmer, Thomas Groome, and 
Mary Elizabeth Moore for RE, and Paulo Freire and bell hooks 
for critical pedagogy. This is a synchronous hybrid course, which 
means that students can join the class either in person or 
through Zoom. (It is expected that students choose either way 
and stick to it throughout the course.)  
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Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

FE-1003 SPECIAL FIELD STUDY 
MINISTRY I 

3 Specialized field study arranged in consultation and with 
approval of the Field Education faculty. No course prerequisites. 
Pass/Fail only. To enroll, students must have made 
arrangements for an approved field education placement with 
the Director of Field Education. This course is available for 1.5-3 
units. [Faculty Consent Required; Auditors excluded] 

FE-1005 CONCURRENT FIELD STUDY 
I 

3 3 hour per week on-campus class and 15 hours per week on-site 
basic field education. 2-semester long course. Completion of Fall 
& Spring semesters meets M. Div. program Basic Field Education 
requirement. Open to MTS students.  To enroll, student must 
have made arrangements for an approved field education 
placement with the Director of Community Engaged Learning. 
ALL STUDENTS FROM BOTH SECTIONS ARE REQUIRED TO 
ATTEND COURSE ORIENTATION [Faculty Consent required to 
enroll in Section 02; Auditors excluded from both sessions; 
Pass/Fail only.] 

FE-1006 CONCURRENT FIELD STUDY 
II 

3 3 hour per week on-campus class and 15 hours per week on-site 
basic field education. Prerequisite: FE 1005 in the preceding 
semester. Completion of Fall & Spring semesters meets MDiv 
program Basic Field Education requirement. Open to MTS 
students. Pass/Fail only. To enroll, student must have made 
arrangements for an approved field education placement with 
the Director of Community Engaged Learning. [Faculty Consent 
required; Auditors excluded] 

FE-1011 INTERNSHIP I 3 Full-time on-site field education. Arranged in consultation and 
with approval of Field Education faculty. Pass/Fail only. 
Internship to meet M.Div. program Field Ed requirement can 
begin in Fall, Spring, or Summer if it occurs over 9 consecutive 
months. To enroll, students must have made arrangements for 
an approved field education placement with the Director of 
Community Engaged Learning. Full-time internship students can 
only take one other course per semester. [Faculty permission 
required; Auditors excluded] 

FE-1014 Summer Internship 3 Full-time on-site field education. Arranged in consultation and 
with approval of Community Engaged Learning faculty. Pass/Fail 
only. Internship to meet M.Div. program Field Ed requirement 
can begin in Fall, Spring, or Summer if it occurs over 9 
consecutive months. To enroll, students must have made 
arrangements for an approved field education placement with 
the Director of Community Engaged Learning. Full-time 
internship students can only take one other course per 
semester. [Faculty permission required; Auditors excluded] 
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Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

FE-2000 CLINICAL PASTORAL 
EDUCATION 

6 Ministry to persons in pastoral care setting, participation in 
weekly individual and group reflection upon that ministry with 
supervisor, study of theoretical material from theology, the 
behavioral sciences, and pastoral care. Integrates theological 
understanding and knowledge of behavioral science into 
pastoral functioning. Taken at a CPE site approved by the ACPE 
(or other accrediting organization determined by Director of 
Community Engaged Learning as accepted by employers and/or 
denominations.) Program conducted under the supervision of 
an ACPE accredited supervisor. Student must submit CPE 
program acceptance letter in order to register. Supervisor 
reports progress to Community Engaged Learning faculty as 
requested and submits final evaluation to be placed in the 
student's permanent file for grade. Student must complete one 
CPE unit in 4-months or 9-consecutive months in order to 
receive 6 units of academic credit. Student can take CPE for 0 
units of academic credit in order to have completion of CPE 
appear on their transcript. If CPE is taken to meet M. Div. 
program FE requirement, it must provide 1.0 CPE unit and can 
only be taken P/F. Otherwise, can be taken for letter grade or 
P/F. Students cannot retroactively receive credit for completed 
CPE. [Faculty Consent required; Auditors excluded] 

FE-2011 ADVANCED FIELD 
EDUCATION II 

3 Advanced work in Field Education. Pass/Fail only. Prerequisites: 
FE 1005 and FE 1006. To enroll, students must have made 
arrangements for an approved field education placement with 
the Director of Community Engaged Learning. Students will 
meet as a learning cohort twice a month for 1.5-2.0 hours with 
Field Education faculty. Date and time for the semester will be 
set at the orientation session [FE 1005, FE 1006; Faculty Consent 
required; Auditors excluded] 

FE-2210 ADV CONCURRENT FIELD 
STUDY I 

3 Advanced work in Field Education. Pass/Fail only. Prerequisites: 
FE 1005 and FE 1006. To enroll, students must have made 
arrangements for an approved field education placement with 
the Director of Community Engaged Learning. Students will 
meet as a learning cohort twice a month for 1.5-2.0 hours with 
Field Education faculty. Date and time for the semester will be 
set at the orientation session. Course is available for 1.5-3 units. 
[FE 1005, FE 1006; Faculty Permission required; Auditors 
excluded] 

FERS-3000 SOC CHG FIELD/IMMERS 
ELECTIVE 

3 CSSC & MAST programs field work arranged in consultation and 
with approval of the Director of Community Engaged Learning. 
To enroll, students must have had consultation with Field 
Education faculty about planned project with broad sector or 
area of interest focus and confirmed mentor active in that field. 
Student must establish a schedule of twice-monthly 
consultations with FE faculty over semester to discuss project 
status. Depending on number of students enrolled, Field 
Education faculty may assign twice-monthly learning cohort 
meetings. [Faculty Consent required; Auditors excluded] 
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Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

FERS-3002 MAST SOCIAL CHANGE 
FIELD WORK 

3 Required course for MAST program. CSSC and MAST students 
attend combined class in spring semester. Field work arranged 
in consultation and with approval of the Director of Community 
Engaged Learning. To enroll, students must have had 
consultation with Field Education faculty about planned project 
with broad sector or area of interest focus and confirmed 
mentor active in that field. Participants collaborate with each 
other, the faculty instructor, and their mentors to draft learning 
objectives and establish criteria for assessing the outcomes of 
their field work and immersion experiences. Participants meet 
in person twice monthly during the semester and provide 
regular progress reports online through a dedicated website. 
Participants will submit a final project in this course (such as a 
vocational plan, a social venture proposal, an educational 
and/or spiritual formation module for community organizing, 
among others) based on their field work/immersion experiences 
geared toward a specific area of social change. Draft iterations 
of the project are submitted online throughout the semester for 
feedback from colleagues, mentors, and the faculty instructor. 
Classes at the end of the semester are used to present their final 
projects and solicit observations and proposals for next steps. 
MAST students are required to do an additional 6-8-page paper: 
Social Analysis of Social Change Field Work Setting/Context. 
[SPFT 1082 (8182), FTRS 2973; Faculty permission required; 
Auditors excluded]  

FT-1927 SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION 
IN ACTION 

1.5 Under the PSR Stackable Curriculum, every student will engage 
in experiential learning during the intersession of their first or 
second year. Students will engage with the principles of 
community organizing and transformational change within a 
theological and social justice framework. Course begins with 
readings, lectures, and discussions. 3-4 Bay Area social justice 
organizations and movements will present opportunities for 
onsite work in various topic areas. Once students select a site, 
they will participate for 24 hours of experiential learning work 
(over 5.5 days), then re-convene for final discussions, summary, 
and closing. Students following Stackable Curriculum programs 
get priority registration; others may participate as space is 
available. Course meets daily, 

FT-2923 ORGNZTNL LEADRSHP CH & 
COMMNTY 

3 This course is an excursion into various forms of organizational 
leadership in church and community. It includes pre-requisites 
for leadership, defining leadership, and embodying leadership. 
The course lifts up the importance of the self and what leaders 
bring to leadership. It explores the dynamics between the 
leaders and the communities (or organizations) they serve. The 
course seeks to fortify the soul of the students. Course format: 
seminar. Evaluations based on class discussion, reflection 
papers, research papers. Intended audience: 
MDiv/MTS/MAST/DMin 
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Course Number Course Name Credits Course Description 

FT-3150 DISCIPLES HISTORY AND 
POLITY 

3 Utilizing historical, theological and cultural methods and 
approaches, this class will survey and examine the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), from its founding two centuries ago 
to its contemporary expressions. The course will explore the 
present design and functioning (polity) of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in its congregational, regional, and general 
manifestations. We will analyze the theological roots and 
developments of the Disciples tradition, and discuss the 
directions of mission, ministry, and ecumenism within the 
contemporary witness and work of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). This course fulfills the denominational 
requirement in Disciples history and polity for ordination. The 
course is designed for M.Div. students seeking ordination, but 
others may enroll. 

FT-3950 21ST CENTURY 
EVANGELISM 

1.5 This course introduces the theological and practical dimensions 
of evangelism in the context of the 21st century and with special 
emphasis on the United Methodist Church. We shall investigate 
the theological basis of the Christian evangelistic message and 
think together about the ways this message can be shared in our 
present reality. Class format: seminar, lecture/class-discussion. 
Evaluation method: attendance and participation, small 
reflection papers, book review, and final paper. 

FTRS-2973 TRANSFORMATIVE 
LEADERSHIP 

3 Transformational Leadership entails a dynamic relationship 
between the leader and the community of which the leader is a 
part. It entails developing strategies that enhance the 
probability of achieving shared goals & visions. In the quest for a 
more just and compassionate world, transformational 
leadership challenges dormant systems of oppression. The 
course explores various expressions of transformational 
leadership resulting from prophetic imagination and social 
entrepreneurship. Seminar format, evaluation through class 
participation, reflection papers and other papers. Audience: 
MAST, MDiv, MTS, DMin. 

FTRS-3400 DESIGN THINKING FOR 
SOCIAL CHANGE 

1.5 "Design Thinking" is a human-centered approach to problem 
solving and new product development that emerged from the 
high-tech, entrepreneurial world of Silicon Valley. It has evolved 
over the years into a process that is rooted in community-based 
research, ongoing testing of assumptions, a resistance to 
immediate answers for the sake of deeper insights and 
hypothesizing future consequences. This course introduces the 
design thinking model with leading design thinking consultants--
including an interactive workshop in which students collaborate 
on a realistic design challenge--and opportunities to adapt this 
model for leadership skills in both congregational settings and 
non-profit organizations for effective social change strategies. 

FTRS-3600 Vocation and Innovation 3 This course examines faith-based business initiatives that 
respond to social injustice in new and innovative ways. The 
focus of our study is PSR’s context of the Bay area and the city 
of Oakland with its deep economic, racial and social inequalities, 
coexisting with enormous technological, political and social 
innovation. Course materials on faith-based organizing for 
change will be complemented by speakers and visits to sites 
that have such organizations in San Francisco and Oakland. 
Students will also engage in regular group conversations while in 
class. The final projects, which will be accomplished in groups 
will have both practical and theoretical components and will 
relate to a concrete plan for a faith based business or social 
justice venture. 
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FTRS-3834 ENGAGING COMMUN OF 
LIBERATION 

3 This immersion course in Cuernavaca, Mexico, will explore 
communities of liberation in modern Mexico, focusing on the 
LGBTQ and women’s communities and on issues of economic 
justice within Mexico and between Mexico and the United 
States. Students will develop their knowledge of written, spoken 
and read Spanish through language classes and immersive living 
experience with native Spanish speakers. The program will 
include multiple field trips to sites of cultural and artistic 
importance, lectures on related topics, and dialogue with 
community members. Some knowledge of Spanish is suggested 
but not required. Application required - see 
https://tinyurl.com/2019-PSR-MEX for application and due 
dates. Faculty may request interview. Limited number of 
participants, open to community members/auditors. There will 
be 2-3 required pre-trip classroom sessions during the preceding 
semester for both academic discussion & logistics.  [Faculty 
consent required; interview required; Auditors with faculty 
permission] 

HM-2244  PREACHING THEOLOGY & 
PRAXIS  

3 This course will familiarize students to diverse theologies and 
understandings of preaching so that they will come to 
understand preaching in their local contexts. Discussions will 
focus on biblical exegesis, interpretation, sermon form, orality, 
the person of the preacher, sermon delivery, issues of authority 
and the ethics of preaching. Weekly assigned readings. Students 
will preach two sermons in class which will be evaluated by 
professor and students. 

HR-1630 METHODS IN STUDY OF 
BUDDHISM 

3 A survey of different approaches to the study of Buddhism, 
including textual, anthropological, sociological, historical, and 
bibliographic. Particular attention will be given to contemporary 
critical studies, appropriate historical and social 
contextualization of doctrinal claims, and relations between 
Buddhism and other religions in the modern world. Seminar 
format: students present summaries of readings and lead 
discussions; also, presentation of own research plan. Grading: 
presentations and term paper, usually in the form of an MA 
thesis proposal. May be upgraded for doctoral students. 
[Auditors with Faculty permission] 

HRRA-3945 ISLAMIC ART 3 This is a three-credit hour lecture course on Islamic visual 
culture. The geographic span of the class will be wide—from the 
Arabian Peninsula and the Middle East to North Africa and 
Western Europe. We will study some of the quintessential 
architectural monuments associated with medieval Islam. We 
will consider city planning, palatial structures and gardens but 
will mostly concentrate on religious architecture. We will further 
focus on the importance of calligraphy in Quran manuscripts 
and architectural inscriptions, on figural representations in 
secular buildings and books, as well as on images in ceramics 
and metalwork. An additional emphasis will be placed on the 
interactions between various cultures and especially on the 
ways Islamic visual idioms were utilized by the medieval 
Christians and vice versa. The grades will be based on: 1) your 
active involvement in class discussion, 2) one oral presentation, 
3) weekly reflection papers, 4) a book review and 5) a final 10 to 
15-page paper. 
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HRST-8200 SEXTING: SEX IN SACRED 
TEXTS 

3 At the intersection of sex and sacred texts we often think of 
prohibitions, rules and regulations, and narratives of the origins 
of humanity. Yet, sacred texts offer a much expansive 
engagement with sexuality if we consider more broadly the 
ways in which sexuality operates in these writings. Using a 
literary approach, this course engages discourse about sexuality 
and writings that use the imagery of sexual expression in sacred 
texts of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, alongside extra-
canonical and theological texts, as well as the texts of other 
religious and spiritual traditions, with a focus on the mystical 
and poetic. Focusing on deep engagement with a few texts, we 
will explore them as sources for liberating and complex sexual 
theologies beyond legalistic discourse. Grading will be based on 
a variety of written and creative projects, including tweets, blog 
posts, artistic expressions, and regular contributions to the 
course discussions on the class Moodle site. Designed for 
students in the Certificate in Sexuality and Religion, fulfilling the 
Area A requirement. Students in all degree and certificate 
programs are welcome. 

HS-1041 INTRODUCTION TO 
CHRISTIAN HISTORY 

3 This course provides an introductory overview of Christian 
history with a focus on important theological, spiritual, social, 
and ecclesiological issues as they were shaped and understood 
by the laity, institutional authorities, and a variety of religious 
leaders. Class format will include lectures and class discussions 
based on the reading and interpretation of primary and 
secondary texts. Requirements: online discussion forums; the 
writing of six analytical essays; several pop quizzes; and two 
take-home written exams. This is a basic survey course in the 
History of Christianity intended primarily for MDiv and MTS 
students. It satisfies the basic history requirement for PSR’s 
degree programs. 

HS-1750  History of Christianity and 
Social Change 

3 HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY & SOCIAL CHANGE This is a basic 
history of Christianity course focused on Christianity in times of 
rapid social, economic, and/or political change from the second 
century CE to the present. Students will learn basic skills for the 
study and interpretation of history and the application of 
historical study to the concerns of the present and 
future.  Students will use primary sources focused both on 
Christian participation and shaping of social change and 
Christian resistance to such change. The students will consider 
practical institutional activity and theological and intellectual 
foundations. This course will satisfy the History requirement for 
PSR MAST, MTS, and some MDiv students (MDiv students 
seeking ordination should consult a denominational advisor to 
make sure this course is enough preparation in history). 
[Auditors with faculty permission] 

HS-3577 HOMOSEXUALITY & 
CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

3 This course offers an historical overview and survey of attitudes 
toward homoeroticism and homosexuality in ancient, medieval, 
and modern Christianity in the West and in present-day 
American Christianity. Several key figures, texts and movements 
will be considered and analyzed with a view toward 
understanding and interpreting their impact on contemporary 
debates. Seminar format; research paper and two (2) in-class 
presentations are required. Meets for two weeks during the 
summer Monday - Friday from 8:30am-12:30pm, June 3rd - 
14th. Students may Zoom into this course with faculty 
permission. 
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HS-4575 THE OTHER IN CHRISTIAN 
HISTORY 

3 Historical exploration of Western Christian attitudes toward 
outsiders and aliens from the early Christian era through the 
early 21st century. Consideration will be given first to 
theoretical issues involved in the study of “the other” in 
Christian history, and topics treated will include pagans, 
heretics, witches, Jews, Muslims, foreigners, immigrants, 
homosexuals, and members of "minority" groups. Seminar 
format; two analytical essays; one research paper and two (2) 
in-class presentations. Intended for MDiv students. [Faculty 
Consent required] 

HSFT-2000 UMC 
HISTORY/DOCTRINE/POLITY 
1 

3 This course is a study of Wesleyan theology-its concerns, texts, 
and doctrinal statements-and the history of the Methodist 
movement, from its inception in eighteenth-century Britain to 
its current embodiment in the United Methodist Church. The 
course will engage in close readings of John Wesley's texts and 
some of his contemporary interpreters alongside readings on 
the Book of Discipline of the UMC. This course is designed to 
fulfill one half of the credits required by the denomination for 
United Methodist history, doctrine, and polity. Assignments will 
include: careful reading of the assigned texts, weekly reflections 
posted on Moodle, two paper assignments, and a class 
presentation. [Faculty Consent required] 

HSFT-2001 UMC 
HISTORY/DOCTRINE/POLITY 
2 

3 This course explores the history of the Methodist movement in 
the context of the United States, from its formation to the 
formation of the United Methodist Church. Furthermore, the 
course studies the nature, structure and polity of the United 
Methodist Church as expressions of its Wesleyan theological 
roots. We will explore the Book of Discipline in order to 
understand the constitution, discipline, organization, and 
governance of United Methodism. Students will be equipped to 
lead United Methodist congregations as well as to assess the 
social principles of the denomination. This course is designed to 
fulfill one half of the credits required by the denomination for 
United Methodist history, doctrine, and polity. Assignments will 
include readings of assigned texts, weekly reflections posted on 
Moodle, and a final exam. 

HSFT-3000 UMC GENERAL 
CONFERENCE IMMERSION 

1.5 This course will immerse students in the General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. This class will introduce students 
to the theological disputes within the United Methodist 
Denomination including, but not limited to, issues with the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline. Students in this immersion 
will have the chance to be present for this moment in the life of 
the United Methodist Church, participate in activities with 
seminarians from other United Methodist seminaries, and 
engage in the task of “conferencing,” a process of discernment 
in the Wesleyan traditions. There will be two class meetings 
prior to the trip. A final meeting will be held following the trip. 

HSHR-3801 CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION 
OF U.S. SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS 

3 Intended for MDiv, MA, and PhD students, this course will 
explore the Christian foundations of several U.S. social justice 
movements of the 20th century including the Civil Rights 
Movement, Women's Movement, LGBTQ Movement, and 
Environmental Justice Movements. The historical, cultural, and 
economic aspects of these various movements will be 
considered with the aim of understanding how religion 
informed these calls for deep and lasting change within U.S. 
culture. Several class presentations and a final research paper 
will be required.  
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LS-1201 CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 3 For many communities of faith, worship forms the heart of their 
life together. It is a place where participants learn the behaviors, 
rhythms, and patterns of faith that form them for lives of 
spiritual and social transformation. In this introduction to the 
practice of worship, we will examine the ways in which worship 
both shapes and is shaped by culture, history, theology, 
language, and practice. As we investigate the different 
movements and rhythms of worship and sacraments, students 
will learn to harness the power of embodied spiritual and ritual 
practices in different ministry contexts by critically and 
constructively engaging liturgical texts and contexts, by 
designing multisensory, intercultural, and meaningful worship 
services, and by practicing their leadership of different elements 
of worship, all while immersing themselves in their own unique 
religious/denominational, historical, and cultural styles of 
worship. This lecture/discussion course will be evaluated by 
attendance, participation, critical and constructive reflection 
essays, quizzes and worship design projects. 

LSFT-2143 ADVANCED WORSHIP 
DESIGN 

1.5 This practicum course consists of working as a team to design, 
plan, and carry out worship for weekly chapel and other 
occasional services at the Pacific School of Religion. Students 
will gain experience with planning and carrying out worship in a 
variety of styles through a small group process. We will explore 
the nuts and bolts of designing meaningful, multisensory, and 
creative worship while reflecting on the historical, cultural, 
theological, embodied, and practical aspects that shape the 
experience of worship in contemporary communities of faith. 
Evaluation is based on attendance, participation, evaluation of 
chapel services, curation of chapel service(s) and a final critical 
reflection paper. It is geared toward MDiv. students, but all are 
welcome. Course meeting times coincide with one-hour, weekly 
Chapel Planning Committee Meetings on the day preceding 
Chapel services (meetings held on PSR Campus), and with 
Chapel services for the seventy minutes leading up to the 
service as well as 30 minutes after each week. 3-4 other 
discussion sessions will be arranged in consultation with the 
professor and other students. 

MA-4060 SAIL CAPSTONE FOR MAST 3 The SAIL Project (Social Analysis for Innovative Leadership) is the 
capstone project for the Master of Arts in Social Transformation 
degree. Students choose either to write a thesis or to create an 
e-portfolio demonstrating effective engagement with the 
degree's learning outcomes. Students meet with each other and 
the instructor three or four times over the course of the 
semester to share insights into strategies about their projects. 
[Faculty Consent required] 
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MDV-4500 SENIOR INTEGRATIVE 
PROJECT/SEM 

1.5 The Senior Integrative Seminar is a 1.5 credit class to be taken in 
the M.Div. student's final semester at Pacific School of Religion. 
The purpose of the seminar is to assess your learning process: 
how and what have your learned while at PSR? This will occur by 
evaluating your learning in relationship to PSR's Institutional 
Learning Outcomes and by taking account of any issues raised in 
your Middler Review. You will need to refer back to that review 
to show how you have worked on the issues raised at that time. 
Four case studies to choose among will be presented. Students 
will be able to choose which case study to engage. You will then 
be asked to reflect on the case study by responding to a series 
of questions over a seven-week period. The questions are 
designed to evaluate your ability to integrate your MDiv studies 
in facing an important contemporary issue in society. Letter 
Grade Only [Faculty Consent required] 

MTS-5020 MTS SYNTHESIS ESSAY 1.5 For PSR students working on the Master of Theological Studies 
Synthesis Essay. Pass/Fail only. Course may be taken for 0.0-1.5 
units. 

NT-1013 CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES 3 The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the 
collection of writings that we come to call the New Testament. 
In this course students will become familiar with the historical 
context, culture, and the politics that lead to the production of 
this text. In addition to the traditional historical critical approach 
to the text, students will be introduced to other methods such 
as feminist, queer, postmodern, and postcolonial readings that 
will help us deconstruct these texts and reconstruct 
interpretations that are socially, ethically, and politically 
relevant to the world we live. 

NT-8102 CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES 
(ONLINE) 

3 The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the 
collection of writings that we come to call the New Testament. 
In this course students will become familiar with the historical 
context, culture, and the politics that lead to the production of 
this text. In addition to the traditional historical critical approach 
to the text, students will be introduced to other methods such 
as feminist, queer, postmodern, and postcolonial readings that 
will help us deconstruct these texts and reconstruct 
interpretations that are socially, ethically, and politically 
relevant to the world we live. This is the ONLINE section for 
Christian Scriptures. 

OT-1115 CRITICAL INTRO TO 
HEBREW BIBLE 

3 This course gives an overview of the Hebrew Bible/Old 
Testament, particularly the history, archaeology, societies, 
religions, and various cultural and political forces that shaped 
and influenced the preserved text. The geographic focus of the 
lectures will focus on the southern Levant (Holy Land) in its Near 
Eastern contexts, the temporal range will be approximately 
2000-333 BCE. Themes will be stressed that echo PSR's core 
values, with special focus on leadership in its biblical forms, 
critical thinking, contexts (both ancient and modern), 
race/ethnicity, sexuality, and gender. Audiences: MDiv. NOTE: 
This course is the in-class version of OT 8114 Critical 
Introduction to Hebrew Bible. Students wishing to take the 
online version of this class should register for OT 8114. [Auditors 
with faculty permission] 
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PS-1461 RITUAL DESIGN 1 This is one part of a 3-module class of 1 credit units each. You 
must also register for Ritual Design and Communication to 
complete the course. As a required course in the Stackable 
Curriculum for MDiv students in their first year, it provides an 
introductory and hands on approach to leading religious 
communities. Each class will meet on Thursday afternoons for a 
total engagement of 4-5 weeks per module. This one-unit 
module introduces the basic principles of Communication for 
first-year stackable curriculum students through an extended 
reflection on practices of "Communication" as a spiritual trait 
for leaders of communities involved with social justice and 
transformation. The course is organized around lectures and 
discussions, with the expectation of a research paper at the end. 
Students will engage with readings through personal reflections 
and regular writing and discussion exercises. 

PS-1462 COMMUNICATION 1 This is one part of a 3-module class of 1 credit units each. You 
must also register for Ritual Design and Communication to 
complete the course. As a required course in the Stackable 
Curriculum for MDiv students in their first year, it provides an 
introductory and hands on approach to leading religious 
communities. Each class will meet on Thursday afternoons for a 
total engagement of 4-5 weeks per module. This one-unit 
module introduces the basic principles of Communication for 
first-year stackable curriculum students through an extended 
reflection on practices of "Communication" as a spiritual trait 
for leaders of communities involved with social justice and 
transformation. The course is organized around lectures and 
discussions, with the expectation of a research paper at the end. 
Students will engage with readings through personal reflections 
and regular writing and discussion exercises. 

PS-1463 EMPATHY 1 This is one part of a 3-module class of 1 credit units each. You 
must also register for Ritual Design and Communication to 
complete the course. As a required course in the Stackable 
Curriculum for MDiv students in their first year, it provides an 
introductory and hands on approach to leading religious 
communities. Each class will meet on Thursday afternoons for a 
total engagement of 4-5 weeks per module. This one-unit 
module introduces the basic principles of Pastoral Care and 
Theology for first-year stackable curriculum students through an 
extended reflection on "Empathy" as a spiritual trait for leaders 
of communities involved with social justice and transformation. 
The course is organized around lectures and discussions, with 
the expectation of a research paper at the end. Students will 
engage with readings through personal reflections and regular 
writing and discussion exercises. 
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PS-8106 INTRO TO PASTORAL CARE 3 This online course aims to introduce students to the history, 
practice, and theology of pastoral care in Christian traditions, 
although it is open to students of any religious background or no 
religious background. Students will use online tools to discuss 
readings and engage in the analysis of case studies, though the 
instructor will give short lectures to present background 
information supplemental to the readings for each week. In 
addition, students will attend a small number of face-to-face 
meetings with their classmates to practice their pastoral care 
skills; these meetings will be scheduled in the first week of class 
according to student availability. Students will be evaluated 
through discussion board participation, presentations, reflection 
papers, and a research paper. The course assumes no prior 
knowledge or experience in pastoral care and is a required 
course for the MDiv program. The course will place special 
emphasis on pastoral care in diverse contexts, for and by people 
of color, LGBTQ persons, and other underrepresented groups, in 
order to prepare students for a wide array of possible settings 
for pastoral care, and students will be encouraged to think 
critically about categories such as race, gender, and sexual 
orientation. 

RA-1156 VISUAL ARTS AND 
RELIGION 

3 This a three-credit hour face to face introductory lecture course 
which explores the ways in which people across time and space 
visualized their religious beliefs. Besides having a large temporal 
span from the third to the twentieth century, the material in the 
course covers also a wide geographical area—from the Near 
East to North America, and from the Netherlands to Ethiopia. 
The course satisfies the art requirement for MDiv candidates. 

RA-1700 CHORALE 1.5 Students explore the role of music in worship and in the life of 
faith through rehearsing music from a variety of cultures and 
stylistic periods and singing in worship services. The course 
emphasizes vocal development, theological reflection, building 
community through music, and music as a spiritual practice. PSR 
community members encouraged to join. Open to the general 
public without registration. 

RASP-1700 SPIRITUAL 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

1.5 SPIRITUAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY: PURPOSES AND APPROACHES. 
Reflecting on substantial excerpts from a range of narratives 
(and some poetry) about the spiritual "journey," this course will 
offer an opportunity to explore why this genre continues to be 
important, not only for personal reflection and spiritual 
development, but also as a resource for communities—families, 
churches, and any group that recognizes the spiritual dimension 
of collaborative living. Students will be writing several 
experimental pieces and ultimately a short version of (or 
chapter of) their own spiritual journeys, with an introduction 
reflecting on their own narrative strategies. 
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RS-1827 CONTEXTUAL THINKING 3 One of the foundational education commitments that 
undergirds this course is the assertion that all knowledge is 
contextual. In the various settings of ministry and social 
transformation, context plays an important role in shaping our 
work, our approaches to that work, our understandings of our 
own role in that work, and the meaning we make of it. At its 
core, this course seeks to ground our theological explorations in 
a deeper understanding of our own social contexts, as we 
develop facility in translating from one context to another and 
engaging across difference. Focusing in particular, on the case of 
race, this course is designed as a path for exploring and 
understanding the ways that race in all of its intersections 
operates as a social construct and lived experience in ourselves 
and in the communities we serve. Making use of historical, 
theoretical and theological lenses, we will engage in readings, 
dialogue, self-reflection, and experiences with other artists and 
activists as we strengthen our commitment to addressing issues 
of prejudice, power, and privilege while cultivating cultural 
humility and cross-cultural competency.  

RSCE-8248 SEXUALTY, ETHICS, 
CULTURE, FAITH 

3 This course will offer students a comprehensive look at human 
sexuality from a variety of disciplines, including theology, ethics, 
education, pastoral ministry, economics, and LGBTQ studies. 
The course will be grounded in knowledge about the human 
body and the ways in which sexuality and intimacy play an 
important role in human development and well-being. Students 
will have the opportunity to learn about sex education practices, 
including curricula, in use in progressive communities of faith, as 
well as engage with current social justice issues relating to 
sexuality, such as reproductive health care, LGBTQ rights and 
more. The course will also include panels and field trips, giving 
students an opportunity to engage directly with the sexual 
communities and service providers. This is an ONLINE course 
that will also have a set meeting time via video-conferencing. 

SPFT-1082 SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
LEADERSHP 

3 This course introduces histories, practices, and issues of spiritual 
formation. The course particularly aims to help students to 
understand the significant relationship between spirituality and 
leadership for social change. The course also encourages 
students to find or create effective spiritual practices for 
themselves. Selected spiritual practices from multiple traditions 
with a primary emphasis on Christian traditions will be 
introduced with their social and historical contexts and 
examined critically for their role in contemporary leadership 
formation. This is a PSR's requirement course for the first-year 
students in MDiv and MAST programs and students in CSSC. 
Also, anyone who is interested in the field of spiritual formation 
and engaged spirituality is welcome. 

SRC-8888 SRC UPGRADE 3 Upgrading a lower level course to an advanced or doctoral 
course. Course available for 0.5-12 units. 

SRC-999 SPECIAL READING COURSE 
II 

3 SPECIAL READING COURSE TO BE USED ONLY IN INSTANCES 
WHERE A STUDENT TAKES TWO READING COURSES IN A GIVEN 
SEMESTER 

SRC-9999 SPECIAL READING COURSE I  12 A special reading course designed by the student and faculty 
member. This course must have a special reading course form 
on file in your Registrar's office in order to receive credit for it. 
Obtain the form from your Registrar. Course available for 0.5-12 
units. 
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ST-1086 THEOLOGICAL THINKING 3 Theology concerns words, wordings, the Word, or speech about 
the divine. Long ago, Anselm defined theology as faith seeking 
understanding. This course offers a space to continue a search 
that humans have engaged in for millennia—making sense of 
faith, and particularly the Christian faith. We will learn from the 
wisdom and the shortcomings of those who have preceded us in 
seeking to talk meaningfully and responsibly about various 
theological topics and how they help one to think about social 
transformation. In addition, we will learn from contemporary 
quests and concerns as we become active participants in the 
theological process today.  

ST-2160 INTRODUCTION TO 
THEOLOGY 

3 The course emphasizes liberators, and contemporary thought, 
through brief but in-depth encounters with historically pivotal 
or influential essays, texts, thinkers, and ideas. Students will 
learn to use and interpret basic theological concepts and 
models, using traditional vocabularies (doctrine of God, 
creation, theological anthropology, Christology, suffering and 
evil, soteriology, pneumatology, eschatology) by engaging a 
variety of theological texts critically and creatively. Students will 
be invited to participate as theologians while gaining a sense of 
how theology is a temporal, contextual, ongoing and 
imaginative endeavor, in which present articulations are flooded 
with, produced by, argue with, extend, contradict, and depart 
from inherited claims about the relations between God, 
Jesus/Christ, the Holy Spirit, humanity, life, and the universe(s). 
Course format: Lecture and discussion. Evaluation: Class 
participation, Moodle posting, 2 brief papers and term paper.  

STCE-3400 BELOVED (CHRISTIAN) 
COMMUNITY 

3 What distinctive contributions can theological ideas make to 
communities of faith committed to social change? How can we 
think in explicitly theological ways about the cultural and 
political constructions of race, gender, and sexuality, especially 
as these intersect and intertwine? Can religious leaders 
effectively critique the social systems in which whey they are 
embedded and the (religious) institutions on which they often 
rely for support? Drawing on various forms of social analysis, 
this course invites constructive theological work rooted in Josiah 
Royce’s notion of “the Beloved Community,” around which 
Martin Luther King, Jr., shaped his own work for civil rights and 
social transformation. We will aim to think theologically about 
the ethical challenges in sustaining counter-cultural expressions 
of the Beloved Community in diverse contexts. Lectures, 
discussion, and presentations will culminate in a final project 
suitable for a variety of vocational paths.  

STCE-4777 GOD AND CAPITAL 3 This course will explore the relation between theology and 
economics in contemporary Christian theological discussions. 
The class begins with a study of Marx’s Capital and then moves 
to an investigation of different forms of approaching the 
relation between theology and the economy. Through the 
readings, lectures and class debate, students will be invited to 
address economic issues theologically and employ the Christian 
imaginary critically considering the economic problems facing 
our societies. As a three-credit hour class, students will be 
expected to devote nine hours of work outside of class in 
reading and writing assignments. 
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STPH-4880 POLITICAL THEOLOGY 3 The recent resurgence of the language of religion in the public 
sphere calls for a re-examination of the relationship between 
theology and political theory. What are the connections 
between ideas of God and power, especially in an age of 
secularism? Is the theological always political? And, can the 
political ever be considered a-religious? If "modern theories of 
the state are secularized theological concepts" (Schmitt) how 
can one rethink and critique either state or theology? This 
course explores the idea of political theology by engaging a wide 
range of texts, including Paul's letter to the Romans, Jacob 
Taubes, Augustine, Spinoza, Simone Weil, Hannah Arendt, and 
Vincent Lloyd. NOTE: This course is the in-class version of STPH 
8480 Political Theology. Students wishing to take the online 
version of this class should register for STPH 8480. [Introductory 
Theology course; 25 max enrollment] 
  

STRS-2384 CHRIST AND CULTURE 3 What can Christian theology offer to the complexities of today's 
"public square," which is increasingly multi-cultural and multi-
religious? What does theologically informed spiritual formation 
look like for social transformation? This course invites active 
engagement with both texts and communities as we analyze the 
development and multiplicity of approaches to Christology. We 
will explore what Christ has to do with culture as we work 
toward constructing a Christian theology of social change and 
transformation This course is also offered entirely online as 
STRS-8284. 

STRS-2562 QUEER/CHRISTIAN 
THEOLOGY 

3 Beyond apologetic arguments for more inclusive Christian faith 
communities, what kind of positive contributions can LGBT-
identified people make to the ongoing evolution of Christian 
theological ideas? This course invites an exploration of that 
question with the insights and strategies drawn from a variety of 
queer theorists. As we examine the classical arc of Christian 
doctrinal topics (God, creation, Christ, salvation, Trinity, and so 
on) in relation to dominant modes of modern Western 
sensibilities, we’ll consider ways in which Christianity itself is 
inherently queer and how this queerness can help shape 
movements for social change and transformation. (This summer 
session course meets for two weeks from 8:30am to 12:30pm, 
Monday through Friday, June 17-28.) Students may Zoom into 
this course with faculty permission.  

STRS-4242 WOMEN'S STUDIES IN 
RELIGION 

3 This seminar (required for students in the GTU Certificate in 
Women's Studies and open to all interested students) explores 
and analyzes emerging themes and issues in women's studies in 
religion, focusing on those that intersect with race, sexuality, 
gender, ethnicity, class, culture, nationality, and religious 
expression. This course will provide theoretical groundwork and 
common vocabulary for students interested in pursuing 
women's studies and womanist, feminist, mujerista scholarship 
in theology/religious studies. The course introduces the issues 
that are raised by the field of women's studies and explores how 
these issues relate to the study of religion. Evaluation based on 
Moodle participation, leadership of class discussion, and final 
project and presentation. This course is open to all degree 
programs at the GTU and has an inter-religious orientation. This 
course is taught from a liberationist pedagogy perspective. 
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STRS-4900 ANIMALS, NATION-STATE & 
GOD 

3 What, if anything, sets human beings apart from other animals? 
How does this question shape Christian theological ideas in the 
context of the modern nation-state? What happens to faith and 
politics when human distinctiveness diminishes? This course 
considers the significance of theological anthropology (what it 
means to be human) in relation to other doctrinal topics, 
ecological urgencies, and the totalizing effects of the modern 
nation-state. These intersections can, in turn, complicate and 
enrich standard convictions about human sexuality, gender, and 
race. Drawing on a variety of tools and methods, we will seek to 
construct collaboratively a theological approach to "animality" 
to advance the full thriving and flourishing of God's whole 
creation. This seminar for advanced master’s level and doctoral 
students will entail some lecture, group 
discussion/presentations, and options for a research project 
suitable for a variety of vocational paths. 

STRS-8284 CHRIST AND CULTURE 3 How do we think and engage theologically with the "world"? 
What can Christian theology offer to the complexities of today's 
"public square," which is increasingly multi-cultural and multi-
religious? What does theologically informed spiritual formation 
look like for social transformation? This course invites active 
engagement with both texts and communities as we analyze the 
development and multiplicity of approaches to Christology. As 
we explore together what Christ has to do with culture, we will 
work toward constructing a Christian theology of social change 
and transformation. (This course is the ONLINE version of STRS-
2384.) 
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Addendums 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Understanding 
 

 

 

 

 

I, _________________________________________________,  
                                               (Student Name) 

 

have accessed and read an electronic copy of the Academic Catalog found at 

https://psr.edu/academics/academic-catalog/. I understand the policies and have 

reviewed the information specific to the program(s) for which I have been admitted. 

 

The program(s) to which I have been admitted to at PSR is/are: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please list all degree and certificates for which you were admitted) 

 

 

I agree to abide by the policies stipulated within, including future addenda to the 

Academic Catalog, and understand that compliance with the terms of these policies is a 

condition of my active student status at PSR. 
 

I understand that if I have any questions at any time regarding these policies, I will 

consult the Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs & Registrar or the appropriate 

Staff/Faculty members. 
 

I understand my registration and active student status at PSR may be rescinded if I do 

not sign and return this form by September 20, 2019 or if I fail to abide by the policies 

contained within the Academic Catalog.  

 

                                                               

_________________________________                        ________________________________ 

Signature                                                                         Date 

 
Office Use Only 

   Date Received: _______/_______/__________      Received By: __________________ 

Please read, sign and submit this form to the Office of Academic Affairs. 
 

DUE BY SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 

 

https://psr.edu/academics/academic-catalog/
https://psr.edu/academics/academic-catalog/
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NOTES: 
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